
JAPS PRAY AND HAVINO SATISFIED
GODS, REVEL IN TEMPLE ENVIRONS

Sinnige Mixture; of Worship and
Pleasure Among People Who

Visit Kwniinon.

SINZURU. HEALER OF ALL ILLS

Description of Japanese "Mid¬
way''.Scenes Within

Temple.

By Eleanor Franklin.
TOKin, July 7.-.jn],aii doesn't even piny

like· iihybody else, in her pleastirelngs, in
nvr ordinary summer holiday foolishness,
die is, us In ¡ill things else, <iuitc· unleiue,
quite isolate, apart frinii all other
pèoplÒR! sellisi!, ncsehtniont avails
us nothing, however,' for she is
entirely Indifferent to our approval
In all things save the one In
which site Is able ,tn command it. She Is
a Gargantuan baby defying precedent; and
though we cannot eat with her, we can¬
not drink with her, we cannot ovon play
with her, we must acknowledge her one
of us, und not tlu> least of us. in the
great enmity of initions, because she Is
superior In that thing which hns counted
for superiority always in all the history
of all the world.
The closer one gets to Japan, the

more one knows about her. sees of her,
the less one Is able to understand that
thing which she has done, Is doing In
Manchuria. The other day down at
Asa Itusa, the .la pan ese Coney Island, the
conglomerate pleasure place about which
1 am going tt> write, there was· a Juggler
in an outlandish comic-opera costumo
sitting In the shadow of a sacred Budd¬
hist lantern delighting a gaping crowd
with skillful tricks of necromancy. He
teiok from his big kimono sleeve a bit
of brown paper, eoinmon, unattractive
brown paper, and proceeded, after care¬
fully showing it to the audience, to roll
it up into a little round ball about the
size of a robin's egg. lie showed H fo
us and smiled foolishly, shrugging his
shoulders i-omlcally, then he rolled It
around a time or tivo again, opened Ills
hands and, presto! it was gone. Of course,
he reached up nnd produced it from the
back of h's neck with a child-like smile
which made the audience lnught as If
it had not seen the same trick dono
a th/'u<ihd times hefore. But this wns

^rr"nll. Again ho began to slowly roll
it around and then he shut IL up In one
hand and blew upon It knowingly. Pretty
soon lie began to pull out from between
his fingers yards upon yards of crepe
paper cut In fine strips. iio blew upon
his hand ngaln, gave) it a funny little flip
and a perfect, cloud of confetti Hew out
over the heads of the people. Ho made
hollcve to shut his hand up very tight
and then he began to dig Into It with
his other lingers, anel In a.moment he
pulled out a whole flowering peony bush
of crepe paperi which spread Itself out
Into perfect gorgeousness. Nobody could
hnve expected more than that, but that
was not all. He began to push ono
finger vigorously Into this wonderful
closed fist and prel ty soon a long stick
began to appear which grew and grew
until It boonmo a huge umbrella which
ho opened with a click In answer to
the enthusiastic plaudits r.f the crowd.

Wonders Out of Nothing.-
"Well!" I thought, "If that doesn't

exactly Illustrate the- genius of Japan
I never saw anything that did." There
it wns. Miu-vels out of nothing. Japan
Is unfolding marvels of herself every
day before an admiring world and to
ever Increasing applause, but to us. her
visitors, her most Intimate observers, she
Is as the bit of brown paper, revealing
to our unassisted mental vision absolute¬
ly no evidence of the wonderful powers
with which ishe is ondowe-d. This Is
the ihoucht which goes witlj me always
&G I wander arr,und along her crudities
and oddities tryinc to bridge the gulf
which i* fixed between us and her, fixed
as pun'b" as broad oceans are fixed be¬
tween our shores. Kven In the midst
nf the country's most recently Imported
modernities tils thought Is sure to In-

triide itself upon one, hut In such n place
ns Asakusa It. is tho uppermost idea.

It Is difficult to determine at first
whether Asakusa Is a pinco of prayer or

a placo of play, but ono very soon con¬

cludes thnt as far as one's self Is con¬

cerned It Is a place of neither. It Is
a temple. Everything In Japan which
rises an Inrh above tho dead level of
single stories, groy tiled monotony, is
either o temple or a new building In
"foreign style," so called, somebody says,
because It a stylo foreign to anything
else anybody ever saw, Asakusa Is an

ancient temple wherein she of a Thou¬
sand Hands, Kwannon, Goddess of Mercy,
sits enshrined In gaudy splendor. So
ancient Indeed Is It that its beginnings
are "lost. In obscurity" as the guide
hnoks say «about so ninny things. It. Is
situated awn.y down on the Sumida. .? ever,
which flows sluggishly through the heart
of Tokio nnd out Into Yedo Bay, and
near the spot whore It stands a fisher¬
man, they say, drew up In his not, some-

lime about tho year fiOO, ? remarkable
little, imago of the Goddess of Mercy,
which possessed miraculous powers. It

was about one and a half inches In
height and was supposed to have been
fashioned by god hands, so perfect was

it in every detail, but knowing tho won¬
derful skill displayed by some of the
least of those people In the art of good
carving I can Imagine nothing mor« god¬
like than a lazy fisherman digging daintily
away),at a small hit of wood through
long summer days and finally dropping
his finished Imago overboard with :t

prayer to the deity It was made to repre¬
sent for much luck In his fishing. It
would ho ? beautiful addition to some¬

body's art-curlo collection anyway, but
this is a fate that is not likely to be
In store for It, since it Is enshrined within
tho holy of hollos of this groat temple
of Asakusa and Is never looked upon
by other than priestly eyes. The temple
Is enormous and there is a popular joke
about the disproportion of its size to the
size of the Imagi» if was built to shelter,
.But there Is much at Asakusa beside

the diminutive goddess. Kwannon Is
a very much beloved deity, and In her
all Hie unha.ppy and unfortunate go
In prayer, and she bids them be light
of heart because the time Is not far
off when the nxo which sho holds aloft
In ono of hor many hands shall sever
tho thread which hinds them to earth
life and they may then go to the River
of the Three Beads where perchance
thep may -be able to choose that one

which lends upward to Nirvana, the divine
ahsorption into bllstful Nothingness, and
this is doubtless why around ??-r iacred
edifices, all over tho count ry. pleasure
and piety Intermingle themselves so f-ee-
ly: why It is so difficult lo discover
indeed where one leaves off and the
other begins.

A Japanese "Midway."
Tlie approach to the temple at Asakusa

BUY THE

AL.
AND YOU BUY THE BEST

This famous Refrigerator has stood the test in
Richmond for fifteen consecutive years, and avo

know what wo are talking about when we say that
it is the best Refrigerator on thc market to-day. We
keep grocers', butchers' and family sizes always in
stock.
One of our clean, sanitary, up-to-date filtcrers will

change James River water to a clear, sparkling bev¬
erage that you will appreciate.

Hot Weather Furnishings
You need not expect to be comfortable this sum¬

mer unless you take up that old winter carpet and
let us put down ono of our nice, clean, cool Mattings
in its place. Got a few. light, comfortable chairs and
rockers and you can defy the heat. For your veranda
we have many low-priced rockers that are well made
and comfortable
We solicit a call from you before you make your

summer purchase.
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4IS». ABÌ .EAST, BROAD ST.

OutOf-Town Correspondence Solicited.

TEMPLE OF THE GODDESS OF MERCY AT ASAKUSA.

Is a sort of "Midway" where ono may
buy at little gaudy booths any kind of
toy or brilliantly colored sweetmeat or
fantastic gewgaw over manufactured In
.Topan, Ami In this "Midway" the·trick¬
sters, the fortune tollers and tho owners
of trained animals pltoh tholr little tents
to tempt tho unbroken lino of worship¬
pers or onlookers, who, from morning
until late at night, every doy of the
world, clank-clonk their thousand wooden
shoos over tho'flag pavement toward tho
temple. But It Is not like anything
thnt anybody ever sa.w In any other
place. I use the word ''Midway'' be¬
cause It has come to have a peculiar
meaning which more nearly describes
this place than any other that I know.
It Is, or may be. even a Midway Plaisance
to the Japanese, but this It. con, never
be to the foreigner who hurries along,
silently pursued by a crowd of staring
little Orientals to whom he is tho most
curious thing to bo seen In all tho place.

I romombor, one. day nt the World's
Fair, In Chicago, following down the
Midway. In company with -two or three
other girls of my age,.a poor llttlo ..1apá¬
ñese maid who, in her nativo costumo
and queer little' wooden 'shoes/ whs the
strangest creature Imaginable to us. Wo
didn't even try to be respectful. Wo
didn't keep at a little distance and en¬

deavor to veil our curiosity by a pretenso

to hartar for a, glimpse Into his future
stato, A seller of pink Bim-drled dough
cries his wares In strident tones beside
a purveyor of yellow literature, which
shrieks nlritirl for Itself la such colors
a« nover cnmo from any jivlnliti« |>ress
but Japanese.
Under the temple slops Is Um hicvll-

<iblo old Woman With evil eyes nnd blue «-

oncd (eteh, sitting beside a rugo of wild
sparrows, <ill fluttering plteously ngnlnst
their prison bars. She slls and grins
und rubs bor hands, and when some kind
soul Is moved to purnhnse the freedom
nf one or more of thorn she bows "very
low and chuckles,'then she probably sends
her boy off to watch the flight nf the
little sufferers nnd to catch them ngaIn
when they stop to rest their tired and.
stiffened wt)tgs. One mounts Ilio long,,
broad temple steps In Hie midst of a

oln.ttoHng throng, and In astonishment
one 'itimi to look upon the scene sprend
oui below. The grent two-fold gateway
through which wo have come Is painted
a brilliant, flaring red, and the Intricate
art by which, the timbers are Joined lin¬

der the deep envés Is ohiphnslKOd by
touches nf bright blue nnd white piilnt
which llghtR up the interstices and makes
tho whole structure look like a huge
puzzle In hrlght colored building blocks.
Tbo author ?G "A Jaivitieso Nightin¬

gale," shpuld have copied the Interior of
the place for tho temple scene. In which
her poor little, singing girl is made an

unwilling vestal virgin, but they say the
author of '.'A Japanese Nightingale'
never saw Japan, .so one cannot wonder
that her temple was like nothing that
over grew In this country of temples.
The Asnkusa shrine would make nn Ideal
scene In a Japanese dm inn If It were

denned up a bit nnd a few or the sacred
dominici« hens chased du», of it.
To describo It Is nube Impossible.

The altar, nil gold leuf and gewgaws, Is
behind a bltgo wire net, put up to pro¬
tect It from the chickens, likely, and out¬
side this net all is motley madness.
Great lanterns, as much ns fifteen feet
long and eight-feet In diameter, tire sus¬

pended In either end of tbo high celled
room and all around them are smaller
ones each bearing Its message to the

Japanese mind hi huge black Ideographs
splashed upon Its yellow surface. Gob¬
lin Hhnped drums sit hero nnd there with
little cotton wrapped mallets lying near,
which the priests use nt Intervals to boat
a steady ta-jta-tà-tump-tump-lump! ac¬

companiment to · their Intoned sulrns.
The floor Is not covered with mats, »is

most templo floors are, but I« made of
greet rough cçdar planks, which give
forth a. continual hollow echo of hun¬
dreds of clanking wooden shoes. x

Healer of All Ills.
Over on ono side sits dear old Bln-

'./tiru, the healer of ell tils. Ho would
bo a pliable old chap If he. were' not
so much belover. for he was once an

honored Hnkkan, or disciple, of the groat
Lord Buddha, and got himself turned out
of the holy circle for remarking one

spring morning upon the heauty nf a

passing woman. Since then his Images
are not allowed within the altar rails
olt the temples and are usually plnced
outside In the porch. It seems, however,
that the Buddha had a fellow fooling

Tower In the Asakusa Pleasure Grou nds, the Highest Structure In Japan.

of Interest In something else when the
girl looked around. Wo simply stared
at her, that's all, and made remarks
which she· probably imagined were any¬
thing but friendly. Well, I've often
thought of that over here In Japan, and
the memorj" of her has helped me to con¬
trol my resentment against the gaping
crowds that have so many times made
Ufo a misery to me. If she lives any¬
where on tho beaten tracks In Japan,
as she doulbless does, sho han had op¬
portunity to take revenge upon me, nnd
I venture she has done It, too, telling
her less-traveled and world-wise neigh¬
bors at tho same time about how rude
tho "green-eyed barbarians'' are al home
In their great cities and how they fol¬
low and laugh at helpless little foreign¬
ers.

It Is a (Degression, I know, hut I Just
happen to think of the experience of
little O Yukl San, the Geisha girl, who
became tho wife of young Mr. Morgan,
of New York. fio took her homo and
Introduced her to tho J. Plerpont Morgan
strata of American society where polite¬
ness and considera lion for the feelings
of others Is supposed to have reached
Its highest development. Kverybody re¬
members how she was received. Hho
very sensibly wore her native costumo
with little white tab), (,t· ankle socks,
ami straw sandals, ami «he instantly
become ISxhlblt ? In Now York draw¬
ing rooms. The young gentlewomen uf
the .Smart Set treated her very much
as If she v.-ere tin oddly dressed doll
brought In fur their amusement, to ho
looked over and picked to pieces at their
plçnsïiro, ¡uní O Vuk| Han. I hey say, horn
It must patiently. Society did not havo
the excuse, moreover, ot knowing 'hut she
was "only a Oolshn girl" and conse¬
quently lined, lo being »fared at and
talked abolit. Thoy bad boon told, 1
believe, thai sho was u Japanese Coun¬
tess, or somothlntf uf that unit, and was,
therefore, entitled to their consideration.
This has absnUllÒJy nothing In do wllh
Asxkusu. Imi II Ih «(nid fur ? mírica us
In Japan to remember mieli little hic|.
iir-ni: v.hen they feel like doing violence.
to a Japanese crowd thai will noi poi'»
mil He m tp walk along the streets In
peace, for >ve are just as curious croa»
turen lo them os tbey ere to Ulf,

Tlie Great Temple,
Al Asakusa one Ih glad enough lo hurry

through the "Midway" and get lulu Iho
«heller of the great temide, where run·
niriy m louai lake refuge up against a

pillar and become the observer of one's
observer« within Iho tempi«· vani (here
are mam atrantronusaes, Flocks of uucroil
pigeon* fighi with comfnoii barn-va ni
ehlekeii over Iho half cooked rietina one
l)U> I'M Ile m from the wizened little
old w.,.ion who sit under the huge votive
lantern* watching their «lores and knit»

perhaps, or gonsining. ? (Ordine
lellir In iiilesily garb linone« a "Nainu
??????.? Hulmi" ('¡lory to the Eternili
Buddha.) Jim he wi.llH under his big
yellow paper umbrellu for nomi bcll-v-
???? one to como along with a few ria

lu his heart for Blngura after all, for
to compensate In a mensuro for all. ha
had taken away from him he gave him
the power to heal all suffering and pain,
and that is why he is one of tho fa¬
vorite deities of Japan. His worshipers
keep his naked wooden body all wrapped
up In queer litio red cotton ruffles and
his baro bald head covered with a funny
little white cap which make» him look
Ilka a statue of ,a cook than anything
else. At Asakusa the pcoplo stand In
lino before him awaiting their turn to
rub that part of him wherein or whereon
thop are themselves afflicted, and If he
woro'nt such a solemn and such a uso-
ful person ho would bo very funhy, for
ho Is rubbed Into the most fantastic de¬
formity. Sufferers from rheumatics havo
rubbed his knees and elbows until they
are all rubbed away, thoso afflicted with
catarrh have «¡ulto destroyed his nose,
wlilio multiplied headaches have worn
great hollows In his wooden temples. In
deed, Ulnzura Is never a whole Image,
no mutter whero on0 may Und him, and
his popularity scorns to always Increase
with bis Increasing dilapidai Inn until
sometimos ho can hardly be recognized
an a man at all. I lingered near him
at Asakusa to watch tho line of worship¬
ers perform their odd little ceremonies,
but a priest came along and stirred up
some smouldering Incense near whero I
stood and had to escape from tho
stilling odor which nroso In puffing
snored clouds to the grimy rafters.
One had lo thread one's wny care-

fully among tho kneeling people before
tho screened altar and permit one's self
to bo rarried along with tho crowd out
through the lid.· entrance to tho gardens
where all was holiday morrlment. Queer
shows or all sorts lino tho muddy avenue
down one side of the garden, and If-ono
dor-s'nl mind getting splashed to tho knees
II Is possible t<, derivo a modicum of
nmijsoinenl from the glnrjng sign boards
ri ti«] the "barkers" who sit at all tho
entrances lifting up their voices In mourn¬
ful Invitations to the people to come and
view the wonders within. It Is always
muddy In all such places In Japan. Tho
Japanese ilk,· It that way, evidently, If
the sun begins io dry the mud up a hit
a water boy, who seems Intent on over¬
working himself, orunos along wllh two
palls on the ends of a stick, balanced nn
one shoulder and big bamboo dipper and
proceeds to throw grent puddles around
ululer nui-·« feet, und ho calls It sprlnk-
linn. Of conreo, only thoso who wear
leather shoes mind It, and as they are
about ono nut (,f every nine hundred
¡nid ninety nine, they don't count. All
the others, meri, women, nnd children,
wear wood get«, which stand up on little
stills nbr.nt live Inches off the ground,
t-'i what care they for a few Inches of
slush morn or lossy

Prayers First, Then Revel.
AsukiiH.-i Is no| respectable). Having

prayed tholr prayers to Kwunnon Ihe
people go out lain her lotnple <>nvlronK*|
and revel In Joys fur from «wily, Thoro
are many "tea houaen" whuro toa 1«

Successful Beyond All Expectations.

Burk's Great Mid-Summer
Every season's product must be sold in its season is the stern demand of outf

manufacturing headquarters. No accumulation or hording up of carried stocks in;
any of the departments. Capital must be equalized and outlet for merchandise ever

open to keep unclogged the wheels of progressive modern retailing. These vital
points at issue mitigate consideration of profitless and under-cost selling, and arm

us with firmer determination than ever before to meet existing conditions oE a back¬
ward spring season and an over-plus of stocks to be cleared in consequence.

Men's Suits.
Unrestricted Choice of.

$ 7.50 and $ 8.50 Suits - $ 4.50
10.00 and 12.so Suits - 6.50
13.50 and 15.00 Suits - 9.50
16.50, $18.00, $20.00 Suits - 12.50
22.50 and $25.00 Suits - 14.50

Youths' Suits.
Unrestricted Choice of.

$ 7.50 and $ 8.50 Suits
10.00 and 12.50 Suits
13.50, $15.00, $16.50 Suits
??,?? and $20.00 Suits

$ 4·5?
6.50
9.50
12.50

Children's Department.
Boys' Suit./*.

Unrestricted Choice of.
$1.50 and $2.00 Suits - - 98c
2.50 and 3.00 Suits - - $1.48
3.50 and 4.00 Suits - - 1.98
4.50 Suits - - -. - - 2.48
5.00 and 6.00 Suits /-.-·- 2.98
6.50 and 7.00 Suits - - 3.48

Boys' Wash Suits at Half Pike
Unrestricted Choice of.

50c Suits - -

$1.00 Suits
1.50 · Suits - - .

2.00 Suits -

2.50 Suits - - -

3.00 Suits - - -

25c
50c
75c

1.00

1.25
1.50

The above include Double-Breasted. Buster Brown, Norfolk, Sailor Blous?
and Sailor Collar Norfolk Suits. Nothing is reserved.

Boys' Knee Pants and Furnishings.
Choice ot 50c and 75c PANTS .~.;.¦*'><:
Choice ot $1.00 and $1.50 PANTS.«Üc
'Special lot of All-Wool PANTS .'..,.--c.
Brownie OVERALLS.-»o
Mothers' Friend Blouse WAISTS, 60c and 65c l·:

quoIIt'y, choleo.-np
Boys' Balbrlggan UNDERWEAR, 35c'quality.17c

Boya' nnd Clrl.s' White Duck Sailor Tacht HATS,
*J5c and Hue grados .li»c

Boys' Union UNDERWEAR, the host 50c gar¬
ment In Richmond.ato·

Boys' STOCK'I NOS, standard 15c grado, heavy
rlhhed, absolutely faut color, reduction price... He

Boys' GOLE CAPS. 25c. nnd 35c graden, In Black.
Blue and Eancy colora, reduction prlco.lUc

Men's Underwear, Straw Hats and Shirts at Special Prices.
Six Stores.
NASHVILLE,
MEMPHIS,
DALLAS,
BALTIMORE,
NORFOLK,
RICHMOND.

Burk & Co.
1003 East Main.

MaKers of
the Clothes
We Sell.

a mere pretense and where Klrln "blroo"
on draught is the favorite beverage.
"Blroo"' as they call It, Is, by tho way,
manufactured In Japan with'-almost as

much success a« has been achieved for
It It Milwaukee as "the beer that made
Osaka famous' Is an advertisement,"
which Is quite as woll known down on

this side of the earth as a similar one
Is up on tho other.
Thoro Is one thing now at Asakusa

which bears Bomo resemblances to» a

place of amusement, and that is a pano¬
rama, in 'foreign stylo" of tho storming
of Nnnshan. Tho Japanese fleet off
in the blue waters of Klnchow Bay on

the east are sending lurid, wonderful
shells through the air to meet thoso
hurled by tho Biissial fleet from Tallen
Wan on the west, while on the hills be¬
tween the two armies aro locked In a

struggle that Is simply beautiful. Nothing
phases the vnllant Japanese, He says
to the cringing Russian "Tako that! and
that! and thoro now!" and then he
strikes an attitude on tho highest point
In tho landscape just whore the light
from a bursting sholl may Illuminato his
noble mien as he overlooks with sorrow
the fearful havoc he has wrought.
Barbed wlro entanglements, big guns,
shrieking shells, Insurmountable obstacles,
ull the difficulties of war are mere In¬
cidents, background ns It wore against
which this Japanese attltuelo may dis¬

play Itself, before tho admiring oyoa of

Tanan But tbo wonderful part of It Is

the fsot that It is only for tho eyes
of Japan. To the world they turn

an entirely dlfferont fuco and tho world
oxelnlrns 'How modest!" There are ab¬
solutely no limits to Japanese genius,
but I think tbo greatest thing It achieves
Is this concenlment of itself. ? mask
is held up beforo the world and tho

world Is told It Is Japan, nnd only by
ncclelentnl flashes of revelation do wo

rooognlzo the fact that Is Is'nt, We
foreigners are permitted to live In the
country, but we are shut out of Japan
ns completely ns we ever were In the
rlnvs before Commodoro Berry came Ijito
Yodo Bay with his gun-boats, Thep play
a Itilo game of Jlu-Jltsu with us and

win all their points by yielding, and wo

I.ow thev win, but we cannot help our¬

se íes. Wo must admire. They are

mite solate,, apart from all other people,
selfish but tbey are one of us and ,wo
ca only hope that for our owri peace o

-mind they nmy continue to conceal
themselves.

XPut"-Up Job.
The musical hoarder awoke in the

^"Mr^A'^ièr^^nuri
hoarder· "Please don't take my flute! G

gh"e you ten dollars G have bidden If
you Will only leave my flutel"
"Nb use, young man." answered the

burglar. "The other boarders give me

uviec aa much to steal lt!"-C'levebuid
r.oi"l»r.

Eosher
Carriages

bear that evidence of stylo, quality and sterling worth'which makes
them-unique. Tholr graceful lines, their character and dlstlnctlve-
ness make, them conspicuous among any other vehicles.

Our BOULEVARD TRAPS and BÜCKBOARDS
Something Just Out.

LARGEST STOCK OF NOVELTIES IN THE CITY.

REPAIRING and REPAINTING.
Agents for Bullcy Runabouts and Frazler Carts,

R. H. BOSHER'S SONS,
15 South Ninth Street.

0 =^

Attention, Please ! !
WE HAVE ADDED

Sash, Blinds and Doors
to our already largo lino, Get our ? ricos on your noxt order.

BALDWIN & BROWN,
Opposite Old Market, RIOIIMOND, VA.

HARDWARE, ROOFING, TIN G?.???, ETC,

qs_
_ -^¦^..¦¦i_=g^

fm i**^*iw^^0^»*r^0*i riw-^n ¦«»-»¦»»¦ mJ-»»^m m»Mi*»» n»-»>n»-»i *y

The Broad Street Bank
Invites the patronage of all who desire the

services of a thoroughly equipped, oWser-
vatively managed, hanking institution,

Interviews and Correspondence Invited

South Carolina's Rum Mill.
With ??-Seniitor Mcl.aurin tiring ho(

eliot into ili« dispensary at every oppor-

tuiilly nini Senntor Tilintan unwilling
to defend It us ut present conducted, the
South Curollnu rum mill geemj? to be in
rather, bad plight..Charlotte Obs*r*er.


